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P7L VS Ut PBQPOSBE BEriSIQH OFgIE-37 


35 May 1951 


SUBJECT* TERMS OF BEFERS2TCE* NIE-371 LIKELIHOOD OF A SOVIET 
ATTACK OH JAP AH (Draft for I AC Representative* 8 
consideration) 


Ti08 PROBLEM 


To assess the likelihood of a Soviet attack on Japan during 

1961* 


Review of this document by CIA has 
determined that 


PABff OHEI 


S0T1EP CAPABILITI ES TOR IHTAPIMO SL" *!f ' 

infers:! fest : remain 

classified a! <a S Tg 

ASSUMPTIQH Authority! HR K-2 v 

□ It contains nothing of 1-iA interest 
Date ^ „// ^ I % j Reviewer Q&t.lSL- 


That Soviet and US force* in the Far East at present will 


remain roughly the same for the remainder of 1961 0 
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A„ What is Soviet strength in the Far East? (General Statemmt) 
1* Order of battle (at divisional lovel), location, 
combat effectiveness of ground forces? 

Strength and disposition of naval forces, merchant 
fleet, and auxiliary forces? Capacity of merchant 
shipping? 

3« Order of battle of air forces and air facilities? 

£„ V/hat portion of the above forces would be available for 
invasion of Japan in 1951, assuming that s ovie t forces 
maintain a strategic defensive along the Korean frontier 
In view of logistical difficulties, the necessity of 
defending key strategic and industrial areas in the Far 
Eastern USSR, supporting 6orammist China, garrisoning 
Dairen, etc., the USSR lbvioualy could make available 
only a portion of its over-o.il strength. (General 
statement) 

Co What other Communist forces mishit be available? How 
firm do ve consider the reported existence of Japanese 
rw troops? Would they be sufficiently reliable to be 
used? Would the US9& either need Chinese Communist grousd 
forces or consider it politically desirable to use such 
forces? 


Approved For Release 2000/Q8e9K0BM-RDP79R01 01 2A001 100030001 -4 



'Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 100030001 -4 

TQ}* SECHEJf 


II 0 mi ABE THE CAPABILITIES OF THE ABOVE FORCES . AgG&G&a 


A„ What are Soviet ground force capabilities for amphibiou* 
and airborne 

B 0 


C ffl 6®®M«=£h«*;§eas4^™s4jS~f8£e®»«=»&©hl®aM^^ 

s^)««eageaiee4tfflc J o^g r4h ie ^b saefefaQ ady-tot agdt 6 t. J »tha»»laaBi 
aa4me*a«e^ E }«ee^h®« lr *Ms = ^»9^®afe-Se3Bi®i-=«4aaia@'->ba«9»-§ai! 
tk&s&e^e^S^&osftssbi 


ate^ srollittsi 4 ;i * i d6i f t l a M ga t g By i ' ' md ‘ -^5 ii b« t' , , e gfe?C 'ti Tg aer8g 

aa3yfl»&<4«>pd»4a&ay What are Soviet air earn- 
bilitlee again at Jfmanl 

D. IOCI STIC qowsfl jamosai What are Soriet capabilities, 
in terms of amphibious and airborne lift, for mounting 
and maintaining an amphibious and airborne operation* 
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III. OTHER FACTORS BSARHTG OH S0YI3T MILITARY CAPABILI TIES? 

■ w a ai - j ^T ii i aaiiu^ ■uw » i ' . ii ’i i « «i a.ii i' J H. ^J. gB.~ , 3» p «*na"." «r tn raw W . -~y— - iBgrs— r >tb hw). i . 1 ti.-* Ji_L » g.»> ,i g 'S M«« r »«.X*E» e *U.. w*W‘W 

What I® the most probable Inraoion patters^, 4®^ 



gefjStfcgfr 



te'eccc.^rfec:^' How would 
tha geographical position. landing beaches. nortg. 
and terrain of the Japanese Islands affect a Soviet 
jjgyagloat 

C e Htfw would the jwww, weather, tt B pe » fafiAAy »" acawa'& 
J?etek-^i4», affect tya lavas ion «e»e^ee4#? When 
would be the best time of year to lavadef 
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Bo jfe© 

is&we? ■ -£ ' »t 4c^e ’Ccpimt tmtwl What la 

^ga]^bilj.fcr,to aflSfiU hle land, gea, , and air 



F. 


-'t ? Tlt '.V,?-. .i Mtfflitit ’i *» «" I lf i tf»l ih 't> rii n iinni ¥f i 

63%tem»--58aBtsa4»t«»^^#»g4»e H h i -rii fi»wiei i ■ ba^ari aa ta d 
l *5&- p r fea* ;i 4»vat tj <ij?pri Awiy ftal» j hi« | i o i r' nn yatwfot ix?- 

fchfl . mlo rliaLPf Janaaagg 

Ls&J&nab . jkw 8 I ramcant an 

§aT^gAQgt:ig,UJ>3JLiflgLKgald be Japanes e 
c POTPin gabfit&ga. and goarrilla 

actlTltlaeT 

«• a ad t »cly ' Wipjut 




¥ m t t e a% 


©s^aibCli %8?sc»%wwi^- h>"jfe^ee»ga »- 4gggaagfeg^ jjih Tat^a ja m t 
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IV. 



soviet vuDim^BiLiTiEs ., 


®&&e®^=€5>^Rs&®4i«s*&Gi -g-j-T- n jf , ,i m4 nrit^trr j 


A. How vulnerable are the long Soviet overland and 

seaborne supply linos, including the Trans-Siberian, 
to US attack^ #»Uew4g^>°«u*’4KWa04«C^ 

g<x3fe ke£ <y ^e t>d“« » 4 h e » »- a A g " a tta e te * ea 
iwpfcsA'WRi* \sfe4fpw4agy- ■j^KgpB^o>b>| ,, *aBA a» M oHf ti , M H > e ey i M p <D ( ^ bQp g 
^wfes^ft ^a i p ' ii •■ o tf * « a foa«&s™b ea>bafr Vnipaaabilltv of Soy&at 
ia^aaill&L capacity .in the Var East to s 

(1) Air attack 

(2) Sea attack 

(3) Sabotage 



e&aiaag4 ih«^ i n~ t ha-he a chh/ 3ad. .fa o t B3>~thga«.a..g &^ofoa fl iv » 

bajAdj rij^rmc. ^ee aateg--4hstoei ?p tne e ■ Hokkaido, ee al d~th e 

£s««®®~*e®‘4?&M»4*®»be~ess?ee*34-'ie»^VM^^ ' 

AsUtf 

vmfea>y»esj»e<ritaA3^M^ ^ « toa4As - aod - Beotii eff« 
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PART TWOS PRQ:B£EM, 

Very briefly, how &oos Japan fit iato over=all Soviet strategy 
4&*4te&=£s&=8 * How important is control or neutralization of Japan 
to th® USSR? 



Obviously the USSR seeks to pose a continuing threat to Japeu 0 
Could the USS^ aspect by threats 9 subversion, propaganda, ate » toi 

(1) aclileve first a neutral and than & Soviet-doain- tod Japan? cr 

(2) sufficiently go f ton, Japan for attack subsequent to 19511 Might 
th© USS^ espect the US to eventually pull out of Japan! 



To what extant do Soviet Jar Saltern, preparations appear defen- 
sive rat her than offensive aid vice versa? To what extent do these 
preparations appear geared to a 1951 invasion, as opposed to later? 



A# l/ould the USoft estima te that it could invade Japan without 
gravely risking a global war? Would it estimate that 
hostilities could be confined to the Ear East? 
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Bo 32ven if willing to accept the rink of war with, the US, 
would the USSE estimate that it could split tha US 
from its Allies? However, ia the Soviet view might 
not such a development, if the USSE did not attack 
Western Europe, actually he unfavorable to the USSR? 

G 0 Would the USS^ estimate that the US would make aa 
all-out effort to lie Id Japan, including deployment 
of large naval and ground forces, and strategic 
air attacks, including atomic bonbingX at-iese* 
s®p=Se-viet-»S4ih©»ies3> 

33® What would ha the Soviet estimate of the political 
and psychological advantages and disadvantages of an 
invasion in 1951? 

A, Would the USSE probably invade Japan in event of general 
war beginning elsewhere la 1961? 

B» What would be the effect of accelerated Japanese reaP®^' 
mat oa Soviet intentions? 
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C. What would he th© effect on Soviet intentions of a US 
d*flaa*6ff"49>45»e*3$ defeat la and evacuation of Koreal 
3. What would he ,tfe?_ off oo* on Soviet intentions of a US 


Tpfr 


£. How would Soviet Intentions he affected by a facto, 
or negotiated reatozv«.tioa of the status quo la tioveal 

I a jB iaffi 

In the light of (1) the probable Soviet estimate of their owi 

i. 

capabilities; (2) the probable Soviet estimate of the situation 
resulting from an attack oa Japan; and (3) over-all Soviet Inten- 
tions globally as well as in the Tar East, what is the likelihood 
of a Soviet Invasion of Japan In 1951T 


oi IQ so 
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